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Hello Friend,

As the seasons begin to change, we’re reminded that life at the 
Wild Horse Sanctuary is filled with both joyful milestones and heart-
felt moments of reflection. In this issue, we honor the remarkable 
life of Scorpiana, whose passing marks the end of an extraordinary 
chapter in the Sanctuary’s history, while celebrating Starbuck and 
his family as they approach two years in their forever home.

We’re also looking ahead to one of our favorite days of the year—
our annual Open House on September 19. Whether you’re a long-
time supporter or planning your very first visit, we hope you’ll join 
us for a day of horses, family fun, and the chance to experience the 
Sanctuary first-hand. If you’ve always wanted to visit but thought it 
was too far away, consider making it part of a Northern California 
getaway.

You’ll also find details about our beautiful new 2027 calendar,  
featuring breathtaking images donated by photographer Kathy  
Higgins, along with a calendar of upcoming events and opportunities 
to connect with the Sanctuary throughout the year.

Thank you for being part of our community and for helping ensure 
that wild horses and burros continue to live safely, freely, and with 
dignity. We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to seeing 
many of you at the Sanctuary this fall.

Elizabeth Palmer 
President, Wild Horse Sanctuary

Calendar of Events 
• September 1: 2027 Wild Horse 
	 Sanctuary Calendars Available 

• September 19: 2026 Open House,  
	 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 5796 Wilson  
	 Hill Road 

• October 4: Manton Apple Festival,  
	 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• October 11–12: Masterson Method  
	 Light to the Core equine body work  
	 clinic at the WHS*

• Year Round: Guided Walking Tours* 

• Year Round: Volunteer and  
	 Internship Opportunities* 

	 *Call 530-474-5770 or email  
	   info@wildhorsesanctuary.org  
	   for more information.

Formerly wild, Comanche happily greets open house guests.



Join us for a day of country fun at the 2026 Open 
House on Saturday, September 19 from 11 a.m.  
to 4 p.m. 

Fun for all ages and admission and parking are FREE. 

	 •	 Docent-led wild horse walks 
	 •	 Up close and personal contact  
		  with formerly wild horses 
	 •	 Live music
	 •	 Craft vendors and artisans
	 •	 Kids activities (no charge):  
		  crafts, games, face painting,  
		  painting a pony
	 •	 Fabulous food trucks
	 •	 Horse grooming, saddling, and  
		  hoof trimming demonstrations
	 •	 Working dog demonstrations
	 •	 And, more…

“I’d love to come, but I live too far away,” you say.

We say, “Make it a road trip!” Spend Saturday with  
us at the Sanctuary, then stay a few extra days and  
discover all the incredible sights our corner of  
Northern California has to offer. Explore majestic 
Mount Shasta, marvel at Lassen Volcanic National Park, 
experience breathtaking Burney Falls, visit Turtle Bay 
Exploration Park, and walk across the iconic Sundial 
Bridge. Those are just a few of the unforgettable  
destinations waiting for you!

Come for the horses—leave with  
memories of an amazing Northern  
California adventure.

How you can help
Visit our website for more information: 
wildhorsesanctuary.org

Make a donation
No amount too small! Use the 
donation form on the back 
page or donate online.

Planned Giving
A gift through your will, trust, or retirement 
plan will help the Wild Horse Sanctuary 
continue to provide a safe haven for these 
iconic symbols of the American West. 

Open House



In Loving Memory of  
Scorpiana
 With heavy hearts, we say goodbye to Scorpiana, a remarkable 
horse whose life represented resilience, grace, and the enduring 
spirit of America’s wild horses.

Scorpiana came to the Wild Horse Sanctuary in 1998 as a young 
mare from Santa Cruz Island after her family, and all the other 
horses were removed from the island. She went on to spend nearly 
three decades here, living in peace and reminding us every day of 
the strength and beauty of the wild horses she represented.

Over the years, Scorpiana became more than just a resident of the 
Sanctuary—she became a living connection to the wild horses of 
Santa Cruz Island and a cherished reminder of their unique history. 
With her passing, we have lost the last remaining horse from Santa 
Cruz Island at the Sanctuary—a living link to a chapter of history 
that will never be forgotten. 

Donate your unused gift cards
Do you have unused gift cards? Donate the 
balance to the Wild Horse Sanctuary! Visit the 
How You can Help page on our website for 
details. 

Volunteer
Whether you are a horse person, 
love outdoor projects, or like 
working on ranch projects, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Shop our online store
Logo t-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, 
water bottles, tote bags, ball caps 
and visors available in a wide array 
of colors and sizes.  

Happy (Almost) Two-Year 
Anniversary, Starbuck!
In October 2024, the Wild Horse Sanctuary welcomed 
a special new family from Nevada’s Virginia Range—a 
proud former wild stallion named Starbuck and his 
devoted harem of mares.

Starbuck’s band faced an uncertain future after they 
were rounded up and removed from the range in 
August 2024 with 13 other wild horses that became 
known as the South Reno 24. Thanks to the efforts of 
Nevada nonprofit Wild Horse Connection, Starbuck, 
and his mares—Tansy, Kizzy, Blue Mama, Stacy, Party 
Girl, Rosie, Baby Jewel, Rosebud, Lahaina, and Kit—
found a forever home here in Shingletown.

Today, Starbuck still watches over his family with the 
same confidence he showed in the wild. They now 
roam 5,000 acres, graze on natural forage, and remain 
together as a close-knit band—just as nature intended. 

Watching Starbuck and his mares move across the 
landscape is a reminder of why the Wild Horse  
Sanctuary exists. Every horse here has a story, and  
every story represents a second chance to live wild, 
free, and protected for the rest of their lives.

From left to right: Kizzy, Blue Mama, Rosie, and Party Girl on the move. 
Kizzy, Rosie, and Party Girl are still looking for sponsors. Could you help 
give one of these beautiful mares the support they deserve?

Once wild on Nevada’s Virginia Range, Starbuck now spends his days  
grazing peacefully in the safety of the Wild Horse Sanctuary.



Wild Horse Sanctuary Contribution and Order Form
Yes, I want to help! 
Enclosed is a check for:
____	 $50 to feed one unsponsored horse 
	 for one month

____	 $150 to feed one unsponsored horse  
	 for three months

____	 $600 to feed one unsponsored horse  
	 for a full year

____	 $110 for one mineral supplement tub

____	 $55 for one dewormer block

____	 $18 for each calendar (includes S&H)

Contributions are tax deductable #95-3611770

Name	 _____________________________________________________

Address	 ___________________________________________________

City	 _______________________________________________________

State ______________________     Zip	__________________________

Email	______________________________________________________

Phone	_____________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Wild Horse Sanctuary 
Mail to: P.O. Box 30, Shingletown, CA 96088

Online: Donate or purchase merchandise at  
www.wildhorsesanctuary.org

Protecting and Preserving Freedom for America’s Wild Horses

P.O. Box 30, Shingletown, CA 96088

www.wildhorsesanctuary.org

501(c)(3) Tax ID 95-3611770

info@wildhorsesanctuary.org

530-474-5770

0826

2027 Calendars
The 2027 calendar features pictures taken at the Wild Horse Sanctuary during photography workshops led by 
professional photographer, Kathy Higgins who was assisted by photographer, Rebecca Hendricks. These images 
beautifully capture the essence of the wild horses and burros living at the Sanctuary and were donated especially 
for this calendar. 

You can learn more about Kathy by visiting kathyhigginsphotography.com.

All proceeds from this calendar go directly to the Wild Horse Sanctuary.


