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Hello Friend,

I hope this finds you well. Winter is almost here. Recent rains have turned 
the Sanctuary green again, and the horses’ wooly coats remind us that 
winter is just around the corner. 

At the heart of everything we do at the Sanctuary are the people who are 
deeply committed to the well-being of the wild horses and burros that call 
the Sanctuary home. As we look back on the past year and plan for the 
coming one, we recognize an essential part of our survival: our generous 
donors and dedicated volunteers.

We are immensely grateful to these individuals who make our mission  
possible: 

To our donors, your financial contributions are the lifeblood of this  
organization. Thanks to your generosity, the Sanctuary continues to 
provide a haven where wild horses and burros live freely, protected from 
harm. Your support helps us provide the essential care that allows these 
majestic creatures to thrive. Thank you for believing in us.

To our volunteers, the gift of your time and talent is priceless. You show  
up with open hearts and willing hands, whether it’s giving tours, feeding 
horses, assisting with events, or simply spreading the word about the 
Sanctuary. Your passion and hard work inspire us every single day. Thank 
you for donating 3,576 hours of your time!

Because of you, we have accomplished so much in 2025. We have: 

	 •	 Secured hay and supplements for the horses and burros: $96,602

	 •	 Purchased tires and fuel, and performed maintenance and repairs  
		  on equipment vital to our operation: $54,000

	 •	 Maintained safe fencing, drainage, and roads on the property:  
		  $11,714 

We are grateful for every dollar you send, and we stretch each one as 
far as possible. Our mantra is: repair, recycle, repurpose, and we have 
mastered these skills. The upcoming year will challenge us. Our continual 
need to maintain our miles of fencing, and our increased efforts to  
connect people of all ages to the magic of the wild herd, will require 
efficient management of both financial resources and precious volunteer 
hours.    

We are committed to protecting wild horses and burros while bringing 
people together. Thank you for being part of this journey. There are many 
ways you can ensure that the horses and burros in our care continue to 
thrive. Please visit our website for details (www.wildhorsesanctuary.org).

Best wishes for the holidays and new year.

Elizabeth Palmer 
President, Wild Horse Sanctuary

Calendar of Events 
•	 Year Round: Guided Walking Tours* 

•	 Year Round: Internship Opportunities*

•	 March 21: Photography Workshop  
	 With Kathy Higgins 

•	 May 29 to May 31:  
	 3-day Masterson Method Clinic 

•	 June 7: Photography Workshop  
	 With Kathy Higgins 

•	 September 19:  
	 Annual Open House, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

•	 October 10 to October 11:  
	 Masterson Method Clinic 

	 *Call 530-474-5770 or email  
	   info@wildhorsesanctuary.org  
	   for more information.



If you’ve ever visited the Wild Horse Sanctuary, chances are you’ve met Barbara Wilson, 
one of our incredible volunteers whose passion and dedication are nothing short of  
inspiring. Barbara’s journey to the Sanctuary began in the summer of 2019, after spending 
over 20 years teaching in places including Africa, China, Qatar, Vietnam, and India. She 
and Ron, her husband, settled in Redding to be closer to family, but Barbara’s lifelong  
love for horses soon led her to Shingletown.

“I’ve always been a bit horse crazy,” Barbara shares with a laugh. “I started riding lessons 
when I was 12, owned my own horse in high school, and worked as a horseback riding 
camp counselor for five summers. So, when I saw an ad for WHS in a tourist brochure,  
I knew I had to check it out.” Barbara visited for the first time in October 2019 and  
immediately signed up to volunteer. The pandemic initially slowed her involvement, but 
she hit the ground running in June 2020 and hasn’t looked back.

For Barbara, the Sanctuary is her “little slice of heaven.” Barbara finds joy in every task, whether giving tours, grooming and 
feeding the saddle horses, assisting with special events like the Open House, or even pet-sitting. “There’s nothing better 
than sitting outside with a cup of coffee, watching the horses in the pond pasture,” she says.

Leading tours, her favorite volunteer activity, allows Barbara to share our mission with visitors from all over. Barbara treasures 
the friendships she’s made with other volunteers and loves learning how the Sanctuary captured their hearts. 

When asked about her favorite horse, she doesn’t hesitate: “Magic! She’s so majestic and deserves to stay wild and free.” 

Barbara is a retired elementary school teacher who still enjoys substitute teaching, often sharing stories and photos of the 
Sanctuary with her students. She also volunteers at Exodus Farms, working with horses and kids who’ve experienced trauma. 

For Barbara, the Wild Horse Sanctuary is more than just a place to volunteer—it’s home. “I’m so grateful to be part of this 
amazing sanctuary,” she says.

If you’ve ever considered volunteering, Barbara has one message for you: “Definitely give it a try! There’s a need for people 
with all different skills, and it’s an incredible opportunity to be in a beautiful environment surrounded by wonderful people.”

How you can help
Visit our website for more information: 
wildhorsesanctuary.org

Make a donation
No amount too small! Use the 
donation form on the back 
page or donate online.

Planned Giving
A gift through your will, trust, or retirement 
plan will help the Wild Horse Sanctuary 
continue to provide a safe haven for these 
iconic symbols of the American West. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Barbara Wilson –  
A Heart for Wild Horses



2026 Calendars
The 2026 calendar features pictures taken at 
the Wild Horse Sanctuary during photography 
workshops led by professional photographer, 
Kathy Higgins. These images beautifully capture 
the essence of the wild horses and burros living 
at the Sanctuary and were donated especially 
for this calendar. 

You can learn more about Kathy Higgins by 
visiting kathyhigginsphotography.com 

All proceeds from this calendar go directly to 
the Wild Horse Sanctuary. 

Donate your unused gift cards
Do you have unused gift cards? Donate the 
balance to the Wild Horse Sanctuary! Visit the 
How You can Help page on our website for 
details. 

Volunteer
Whether you are a horse person, 
love outdoor projects, or like 
working on ranch projects, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Shop our online store
Logo t-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, 
water bottles, tote bags, ball caps 
and visors available in a wide array 
of colors and sizes.  

Open House
The Wild Horse Sanctuary’s Open House on September 20, 
2025, was an unforgettable day filled with fun, connection, 
and a whole lot of love for America’s wild horses! Visitors 
from near and far came together to celebrate the  
Sanctuary’s mission of protecting and preserving these 
incredible animals.

The day was packed with fun activities for all—guided tours 
gave guests the chance to see wild horses roaming freely in 
their natural habitat, while up-close encounters with formerly 
wild mustangs made for some truly special moments. Kids 
got creative with crafts and activities, while horse grooming 
and saddling demonstrations gave everyone a behind-the-
scenes look at caring for these majestic animals. Not to 
mention the working dog demonstrations that kept  
everyone wowed!

Local artists provided live musical entertainment, and  
artisans brought their unique creations to sell, adding a little 
extra charm to the day. The event wasn’t just about fun but 
also about community. Together, we raised funds to support 

The 2026 calendar features pictures taken at the Wild Horse Sanctuary during photography workshops led by professional photographer, Kathy Higgins. These images beautifully 
capture the essence of the wild horses and burros living at the Sanctuary and were donated especially for this calendar.   

You can learn more about Kathy Higgins by visiting kathyhigginsphotography.com 

All proceeds from this calendar go directly to the Wild Horse Sanctuary. 

Copyright Wild Horse Sanctuary, 2026 * (530) 474-5770 * All Rights Reserved. No portion of this calendar, either photographs or text, may be reproduced in any form, 
 including electronic, without the express written permission of the publisher.  

the incredible programs that help keep the Sanctuary running 
strong.

Thanks to everyone who came out and made the day such a 
success. It was a celebration to remember, and we’re already 
counting down the days until the next one! Save the date:  
2026 Open House is scheduled for September 19, 2026. 



Wild Horse Sanctuary Contribution and Order Form
Yes, I want to help! 
Enclosed is a check for:
____	 $50 to feed one unsponsored horse 
	 for one month

____	 $150 to feed one unsponsored horse  
	 for three months

____	 $600 to feed one unsponsored horse  
	 for a full year

____	 $110 for one mineral supplement tub

____	 $55 for one dewormer block

____	 $18 for each calendar (includes S&H)

Contributions are tax deductable #95-3611770

Name	 _____________________________________________________

Address	 ___________________________________________________

City	 _______________________________________________________

State ______________________     Zip	__________________________

Email	______________________________________________________

Phone	_____________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to the Wild Horse Sanctuary 
Mail to: P.O. Box 30, Shingletown, CA 96088

Online: Donate or purchase merchandise at  
www.wildhorsesanctuary.org

Protecting and Preserving Freedom for America’s Wild Horses

P.O. Box 30, Shingletown, CA 96088

www.wildhorsesanctuary.org

501(c)(3) Tax ID 95-3611770

info@wildhorsesanctuary.org

530-474-5770
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Masterson Method 
The recent Masterson Method Equine Body Work clinic at 
the Wild Horse Sanctuary was a huge success! Participants 
gathered at the beautiful Sanctuary to learn this unique, 
hands-on technique that helps horses release tension,  
improve mobility, and feel their best. Whether they were 
horse owners, trainers, or just passionate animal lovers,  
everyone left with practical skills and a deeper understanding 
of how to connect with horses on a more meaningful level.

The peaceful setting of the Wild Horse Sanctuary added an  
extra layer of magic to the experience. Attendees not only 
learned how to identify and ease areas of discomfort in  

horses but also had the chance to witness the Sanctuary’s 
incredible work in preserving wild horses.

Feedback from participants was glowing, with many saying 
they could see instant results in their horses’ responses.  
The clinic was a win for equine care, communication, and 
community!

Join us next year! We have two Masterson Method clinics 
on the calendar for 2026. Equine Specialist 3-Day Course: 
Friday, May 29 through Sunday, May 31.  Light to the Core: 
Saturday, October 10 through Sunday, October 11. 


